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The Pre-K climate in the states…

� Pre-K and Politics 2005, Pre-K Now
� 10 essential conditions that create a favorable 

political climate for developing and/or expanding high 
quality pre-k.

� The State of Preschool: 2005 State Preschool 
Yearbook, National Institute for Early Education 
Research
� A compendium of data to include State Profiles and 

key measures of program progress.
� http://nieer.org/yearbook/pdf/yearbook.pdf
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The Pre-K Now Political 
Barometer…

� Gubernatorial support
� Key policy-maker 

support
� Funding
� Advocacy
� Business and 

community leadership

� Ballot measures and 
legislation

� Media
� Teacher professional 

development
� Pre-K for all
� Governance

Pre-K and Politics 2005, Pre-K Now, March 2006
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The NIEER Preschool Yearbook…

� Tracking and analyzing state-funded 
preschool education program progress on 
three measures:
� Access
� Quality Standards
� Resources
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Prekindergarten is not a new 
phenomenon …

� Since the late 1800’s Wisconsin has allowed 
public schools to enroll 4-year-olds in 
kindergarten and claim State aid

� New Jersey did the same as early as 1903

� Pennsylvania school districts have been 
permitted to enroll children ages 4 to 6 in 
kindergarten since 1949
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Forces driving the Prekindergarten 
movement today …

� Give poor children a “head start”.

� Education reform.

� Research on the benefits of high-quality 
preschool.

� Brain research.

� School readiness.

... much the same as yesterday.
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Prekindergarten is generally defined 
as a program…
� one- or two-years prior to kindergarten entry.

� serves 3 and/or 4 year-old children.

� focused on school readiness.

� group learning experience at least two days per 
week.

� funded, controlled and directed by the state.

� receives State supplements to expand the 
number of children served in federal Head 
Start.
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Prekindergarten options tend to 
include …

� Distinct program for children younger than 
Kindergarten entry age
� 48 distinct initiatives

� “Kindergarten” programming for 4-year-olds in 
the public school
� 2 States

� Expanded/extended Head Start programs
� 20 States 
� 4 States fund only Head Start
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Prekindergarten funding in  the 
States …

� 41 States and the District of Columbia fund 
some type of State Pre-K program or provide 
additional funding for Head Start.

� Increased by more than $600 million in 2005.

� Cumulative spending as of 2002 at more than 
$14 billion.

Votes Count:  Legislative Action on Pre-K, Fiscal Year 2006,  Pre-K Now, November 
2005
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Multiple sources are used to fund 
Prekindergarten …

� Majority of funding from general State revenues.

� Blended with federal dollars—CCDF, Title I, 
IDEA, Even Start, TANF, and Head Start.

� Alternative sources of funding —lottery money, 
gaming revenues, tobacco settlement, and 
special taxes.

Funding the Future:  States’ Approaches to Pre-K Finance, Pre-K Now, February 2006
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Strong but uneven growth in state-
funded pre-k……..

� Total pre-school enrollment 801,902 children.
� 17 percent of nation’s 4 year olds
� 3 percent of 3 year olds

� Increase of 16 percent since 2001-2002.

� Enrollment declined in 11 states.

� Per child expenditures declined in 26 states.

State of Preschool:  2005 State Preschool Yearbook, NIEER.
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The politics of pre-k played out in 
the states……..
� 10 States made substantial new commitments, 

grew existing programs, and provided support 
for professional development and other quality 
efforts.
� Illinois
� North Carolina
� Arkansas
� Nebraska
� New Mexico
� West Virginia
� Massachusetts

Pre-K and Politics 2005, Pre-K Now, March 2006
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Improvements in quality are slow to 
materialize….

� Arkansas was the only state that met all 
10 quality benchmarks.

� Five states – Alabama, Illinois, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, and Tennessee –
each met nine of the 10 benchmarks.

� Twenty-one states met five or fewer 
benchmarks.

State of Preschool:  2005 State Preschool Yearbook, NIEER.
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Components of the NIEER Quality 
Standards Checklist
� State Pre-K Policy

� Early learning standard
� Teacher degree

� Specialized Training

� Assistant teacher degree

� Teacher in-service

� Maximum class size
� Staff-child ratio

� Screening/referral services

� Meals

� Required monitoring

� Benckmark
� Comprehensive
� BA

� Specialize in Pre-K

� CDA or equivalent

� At least 15 hours/year

� 20 or lower
� 1:10 or better

� Vision/hearing/health/support

� At least one/day

� Site visits

State of Preschool:  2005 State Preschool Yearbook, NIEER.
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Food for thought …

� Be knowledgeable consumers and 
carefully consider credible research on the 
impact of universal Pre-Kindergarten 
programs regarding
� Benefits to children, school readiness
� Availability and quality of all care
� Workforce participation, teacher qualifications
� Work supports for families, self-sufficiency
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Thank You

NCCIC is a Service of the

Prepared by the National Child Care Information Cen ter

10530 Rosehaven Street, Suite 400

Fairfax, VA 22030

Phone: 800-616-2242; Fax: 800-716-2242; TTY: 800-51 6-2242

E-mail: info@nccic.org; Web: http://nccic.org


