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Born Learning Trail
Application


Born Learning is a national public engagement campaign, sponsored by the United Way, which seeks to help parents, caregivers and communities create early learning opportunities for young children. The Born Learning Trail, which is just one piece in the campaign, is an interactive, playful and visible community engagement tool. It is designed to help parents, caregivers and communities support early learning by helping boost children’s language and literacy skills – and encouraging families to get active. Trails have been set up in local parks, zoos, museums, and indoor shopping centers across the country. The first trail in Kansas was unveiled on April 30, 2011 in a park in Garden City. 

Kansas Project LAUNCH is seeking Kansas communities interested in a Born Learning trail. Through this funding, communities will be provided with a starter Born Learning trail kit, which consist of a set of 10 metal activity signs (over $1,250 value). Each community chosen will be responsible for securing a location for the trail and providing other necessary materials such as paint, painting supplies, posts for the signs, concrete to set the signs in, and additional hardware (bolts, etc.) as well as any promotional materials.  Chosen communities will also be responsible for the labor and tools needed to install the trail, such as augers or shovels.  These materials can be paid for by the sponsoring agency or donated by local businesses and organizations.  

Please complete the brief application (available online at www.keccs.org) and submit to Cristi Cain via e-mail at ccain@ku.edu or by fax at 785-864-5212 or by mail at:
University of Kansas
Institute for Educational Research and Public Service
1122 West Campus Road
Lawrence, KS 66045

The deadline for submission of applications is Friday, February 10th at 5:00 p.m. Applications should be no longer than 3 pages in length.

Contact Cristi Cain via e-mail at ccain@ku.edu or by phone at 785-864-9639 with any questions or for additional information. For more information about the campaign, visit www.bornlearning.org. 
Thank you for submitting your application. We appreciate your interest in this important project!
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Target Community___________________________________________________

Applicant Organization ________________________________________________

Organization Contact Person ___________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________	Zip Code _______

Phone Number ________________________

E-mail Address ______________________________________________________


Where do you propose to install the trail (describe park, neighborhood, or other area)?


Why was this location selected?


Provide brief demographics for area (e.g % low income, ethnicity distribution, etc. )




Do you currently have a commitment from the authority responsible for the property? If not, do you anticipate any challenges? If so, please describe.




Indicate the key community organizations/partners that will be involved in the planning of the trail. 


What additional resources will you access to complete the project (funding for paint, posts, other materials)?


How many children do you anticipate will use the trail in a week?

How many total people (including parents) do you anticipate will use the trail in a week?

Do you plan to hold an event for the unveiling of the trail?


Would you seek media coverage for the unveiling? If so, please describe type and amount of coverage anticipated. 


How do you plan to promote the availability of the trail after it is completed? 


Signs requested:
English only				☐
Spanish only				☐
Both English and Spanish		☐

Do you have interest in implementing other components of the Born Learning campaign in addition to the trail (resource materials, public service announcements, etc.)?



How would the Born Learning trail benefit your community? 
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